
M r .  Jaiws\V, Davis 
City Attorney 
City of Albany 
Post Office Box 447 
Albany, Georgia 31702 

Dear BeDavis: 

This is in reference to your submisrrion of 
Ordinance blo, 1875 afid tho related Laws which it 
consolidated ( n m l y ,  Resolution No, 1433, Resolution 
80. E25, Resolution No. U28, Ordfasnce No, 13G8) 
and Ordhence No. 1803 t o  the Attorney Ccaeral pur-
suant to Section 5 of the Vot ing  Act of 1965. 
Your amended buhdsslon was received on October 8 ,  
1973. 


With respect to Pasoltation No. U33 aruf 
Ordinances No, 1308 and So. 1805, the Acting Attorney 
General does not  fat- atry objectfom to the 
resultisg chadgea ia Albany% e&ctiarr l a w s .  However, 
w e  feel a realw#roibiLLCy fo pist out that Section 5 

.'of the Voting Rights Act  uprausly prwfdas that the 
faflure of ttbe Attoragt  GBMzul t o  abjwt does not 
bar any subsequent judicial uctien t o  enjoin tha 

/-enforceswmt of theee changes. 

with respect ro t b  &ages ma& by raroluti-
emending Rc~solutionlo. 1433, zmxmly Resolutios. 810. 
1525 and No. 1528, adopted Hovezdbcr 8, 1966 and 
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Nmmber 22, 1966, rcapcctivdp; snd Ord(-nmMa 

Bo. l34B d 80, 1875; d m  euefuf. c a n ~ a ~ 

of your a p a i o r u  snd the .dditLazul ktfomatiaa 

pari brtPs prcs~i&d, kzmgraphLc r h a r a c ~ f s t i c saf 

Albany, d .a amlysis of xrrcent coort deciar-rari, 

we aze rrrable to c~JK~U,
a8 ua m t  umhr tha 
Voting Righta kt Of 1955, that hphaent l tba of 
the cbsngeo araadated by these -+meats d l 2  not 
batpa 8 ~ ~ b l l ydb-- dfst, t b  
re~11cmaeet forth hefnaj, 

~ l u t i o a aNo, U 2 3  and Bb. 3528 girrtadad 
?hSo l l l th  Ro, u33 to ~ t a b U 8 h8 8 y S t a  of 
subtsat:ial filtf.nrr fees artd d e p s i t s  M a pr-a 
to quaUEicacion far ~hrougtrtbs we of the 
wdmt?.mjmtitioa mechaafsnt, In cases i n  jhich 
such filiag fee8 were *l&uged cm e q u l  protection 
gmmds ,  ths: euurta b e  bald that the *tat% mast 
prwide an cl1ternarLtra p e e M  of quai- fot 
a d i & t e e  fP f tbu t  i;he Q~~LIB into qua-
ebc nczzmal way. See BullBCh v. Carte .  405 0.5. I34 
{19?2), Jemesa re ~ f t F & l l ,Menffru, Caoprr, 
U,), 305 8 .  Supp. 925 @.Do Go. 1915);Gemah 
!&ciafiat Vbrkere P a r t y  w. fPczrtsen, @dl+ EZdsnQid, 
Aaders~n*JJ.), 335 P. Bupp. 1935 @.D,, Ga- 1SM), 

V, M h ,  317 0. S w .  179 {S,D-. A h  WQ). 
uthe~epreccdemtpi,tba tat^ dfff8f-t 
trctsmdc levels of racea h Ubany,  4a.s astab- A 

by ttra 1970 Census hfon~otioo,z-f. f;rS tbe 
b u Y d e a d P l l ~ f e e s c P l d B q K w i m l f o r ~  
& m m i a a apetitbaa falling w f t h  s b r r ~ t b l l y  
gYeat43.T reigtrt ao m q p  Chndid8-• '1Cha atp'. 



. ' . . interestin defraying election expenses a h i n g
I - petftionfng ptucess does wt appear to 
I ell* ra t o  justify t m  ~esult, SCC ?. ' 

i Ba1lack v, CRrtcz, supra, POT these reasons X nust-
I OKl b b a U  of the Act- Attorney Geaar.1 intuposcs
I 

j an oPsjaction. 

As you stated in pur  applicatixm of 
August 1, 1973, Crdfaaaco No. 1875 cmaeXidatso 
Besolutioaa )io. U33, No, 2525 ond Vo. IS28 &ad 
Ordhmces 1308 trrlithout: subataatfvcly afonbg their 
regulrara~rrts. For the reasorre lret foztb &we, dth 
respect to the ttequtr-ta of B e s o l u t ~810. UZ5 
and No, I328 1 mruot interpore un objection to Ordhmce 
No. l.875. 

As you diactrssed w i t h  S e a  Lyna Bebar af 
my staff, the ebjactfan i o t e q x m d  by the Attornep 
General to the change kr AUnnp'r  8-a1 electlon 
Q t e s  has never been witlxkawa. k f i n g  At tumey 
Gunera1 has d e t m d n d  f tum i L L f ~ l m a t i o l lU t t d  by 
3. Q* -It-8 fa- t y  Corm- tbsC oJn: object-
h a  been satisfied, and accolrdbgly, I: mt rith&a&q 
tkat objEttirw to chiage Zn elsetion &tar. 

Sec.t.Lon 5 of the V o t i n g  R i g h t s  kt of X%S 
prwidca tbat la udditisa t o  tha rsvisat by t b A-
G t m m l ,  *mhinitt* suthori~q v b t i b r t e  an i 

ectim the United Statas D f s t r f C t  Cosat the 
O f s t r S c t  ef Cobnbta for a deekatcxy j-t that 
c t u r a g a e l n e ~ t i o n ~ d o a o t h a ~ e t f u ~ r r e d. ,  



t 

- -"k~lb v a  tha o f  ot ~ h .  

to tta oa account ~f rate c# color, md, of 
cou~or,y caatlaw t o  banre t;hs altemmtlve eP 
Lnotft~tlng8- m u - r  

If pou Bwa any furrhsl: qum3ticzzu ar inforrratFon 

li#bi.ehywu wish tc, brhg kr Ch. .ttencim3 of tbie bps=-


* - m t ,  pleare do nrrt hs8ibk t o  umtact rn or W. Be* 

a t  202-739-3139. - .
G .. -- - - ..-,, . . .. - ... - .  - . - - . - _ . . _ _ ^ _,.__.. . - .-. ..a__. 


Sincerely, 

J. sT,imar FolTnEm 
AssUtarit A t t ~ f a s yGeaaal 

C i v i l  Pivbiun 


